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NEWS 
 

HUSKIES 
 

SPECIAL VETERANS DAY PROGRAM 
 

Friday, November 10 
9:30 a.m.  (use door O) 

 

This Year’s Theme:  
“Soldier Stories” 

 
 

We will recognize veterans from all wars, foreign and  
domestic and from all branches of the Armed Forces.   

The celebration will include involvement from our students 

through music and presentations. 
Cookies and punch reception  

will follow for all community guests. 

Referendum Vote 
November 7, 2017 
Voting is held ONLY at the school media center 

from 7:00 am until 8:00 pm 
 

Check out the school website for complete 
information on the tax impact, project summary, and 

voting information.  You may also call the school  
(218) 746-2100 or email referendum@isd116.org  

with your questions. 

 

Every kid or  
community member  
(preschool-adult)  
who brings a mom  
(or other significant  
adult female role  
model) to breakfast  
will be treated to a  
free muffin or donut  
beginning at      

7:30 a.m. on  
Friday, November 3. 

  
This event is being held in the High School commons  
and is sponsored by Community Ed and  
Resource Training and Solutions.    
$1 suggested donation. 

Please RSVP by Nov. 1  
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from the desk of Mr. Mike Malmberg, District Superintendent 

District Budget Update 
Last year in the district newsletter, I updated you on the reductions of around $200,000 to the district budget 
and what those reductions were.   We also anticipate some good news with the final 2015-2016 budget 
coming in under budget because of a soft freeze on purchases and staff reductions during midyear.  With 
the additional dollars in Tier II levy money that the board approved, the yearly budget reductions of 
$200,000, the increase of enrollment over the past two years, and setting a conservative 2016-2017 budget, 
the District audit this past year came in over $500,000 to the positive.  That savings has helped the District 

obtain a 10% unreserved fund balance.  As a reminder, our District has set a policy to maintain a 5%-7% unreserved fund 
balance. Having that fund balance is extremely important for the health of the District and in case of funding issues from the 
state.  I am extremely proud of the District and the Board to take an unreserved fund balance of a possible 3% all the way up to 
a 10% in less than two years.  As I told our staff and the school board this past year, even in times of reductions it is extremely 
vital to make sure the needs of the district are being served in all areas. This may mean to expand in some areas because of 
need even though you are decreasing in other areas to reduce the overall budget.  I am proud that we have added 
programming such as M.S. musical, character education at the M.S., speech, elementary technology, additional music staff, 
staff development dollars for teacher training, and updated curriculum needs just to name a few in a time of shortfall of district 
funds. 
 
My goal is to continue to be transparent in the budget process and to keep you well informed and to also focus on the needs of 
our students while keeping the budget in a safe and accountable place.  With the audit from this year coming in with good news 
and if the referendum in November passes, this would allow the board some flexibility to look at reducing the dollar amount of 
the non-voter approved levies.   Unfortunately, setting the school budget is very difficult in timing as boards do not know state 
dollars, enrollment numbers, contract settlements, possible referendum results, staffing needs and more. 
 
Standards Based Grading 
The District is continuing the work of moving to a standards-based report card system. Standards-based report card improves 
teaching and learning by knowing where the students are in their progress toward meeting standards-based learning objectives 
and helps with planning classroom instruction. Teachers teach to the needs of each student and assessments give teachers 
more information about each student’s progress in meeting the level of proficiency required by each standard. In addition, 
teachers share the standards with students and parents, helping them to better understand the learning that needs to take 
place.  Keep an eye out for further communication on this change for our District and student learning.  “Go Huskies” 

from the desk of Mr. Jason Savage, High School Principal 

It feels like we just said “welcome back to school”  to all of our students and parents.  It has been a  
jam-packed fall, and we are off to a tremendous start to the school year at Pillager High School!   
 
Parents,  it’s never too soon to start checking on your student’s academic progress.  Please make sure you 
have an active Parent Portal account, which enables you to keep track of grades and attendance 

(pillager.onlinejmc.com).  If your student is struggling in any of their courses, make sure you reach out to that instructor via email 
or voicemail.   
 
Students, now that the excitement of a new school year is behind you make sure to refocus on the goals.  Make the decision 
that you will become a better student than you were the day before. An instructor that had a significant influence on me always 
said, "There are only two directions: getting better or going backward."  I encourage every PHS student to get better, and in 
doing this, you will make Pillager High School a better place. 
 
Again, we are off to a great start this year, and I am excited to have a high school full of exceptional students and staff!  We are 
alive with HUSKY PRIDE! 



from the desk of  Mr. Scott Doss, Middle School Principal 

We are in the midst of another school year.  It is hard to fathom that this is my 17th year here in Pillager, 
with the last three in the middle school.  It seems like every time I write a newsletter I am talking about 
changes that we are working on.  The ability to be reflective in how we deliver this “service” we call 
education is a challenge of mine.  Education as so many see it is changing and we have to be able to stay 
ahead of the game and deliver the best “product” we can, thus giving our students the best chance for 
success once they leave Pillager Middle School, and ultimately, the high school. 

 
This newsletter is going to again touch on some of the changes we have made here at Pillager and some of the direction we 
hope to go pending funding and other resources available to us. 
 
As a whole, the staff here in the Middle School truly understands that in order to be their best, they, too, have to be willing to 
change and adapt to the new challenges that face them on a regular basis.  One area we are working hard on is trying to 
maintain a balance with the use of technology.  All middle school students have access to a Chromebook throughout the 
day.  The students utilize them quite a bit but we want to make sure we are providing opportunities that don’t always revolve 
around the use of technology.  We believe it is important to teach our students how to work within a team, how to utilize their 
analytic skills, and most importantly, how to be a problem solver who can communicate with others. 
 
We continue to offer a variety of opportunities for our students.  Besides the traditional core subjects of math, English, science 
and social studies, we also have band, choir, PE, health, art, technology, Spanish, STEAM, Metier, character education, and 
RTI for those students needing additional support in any subject area.  One of the biggest challenges we face is trying to get 
our students as many of the options as possible.  We believe having exposure to as many opportunities as possible is best for 
all students. 
 
With us looking for ways to provide these opportunities, I am always looking for innovative ideas to enhance our school day.  I 
have been working with a couple of middle school teachers on writing grants to provide innovative and flexible learning 
spaces.  It is our desire to turn some existing space into a “makerspace”, an area where students work collaboratively in 
making, learning, exploring, and sharing.  These spaces would be open to kids, adults and entrepreneurs and typically have a 
variety of equipment available to them including 3D printers, laser cutters, CNC machines and others.  A makerspace however 
doesn’t need to have this equipment available to be considered a makerspace.  Cardboard, Legos and art supplies are all you 
really need to get started.  It’s more of the maker mindset of creating something out of nothing and exploring your own interests 
that’s at the core of a makerspace.  These spaces help prepare students for the critical skills needed in the 21st century in the 
fields of science, technology, engineering, arts and math.  They will provide hands-on learning experiences, as well as to help 
with critical thinking skills and even boost self-confidence. 
 
It is our goal to work this year in developing a plan that will allow us to implement many of these ideas as soon as funding is 
secured.  Even if we aren’t funded through the grant process, we believe we will continue to strive towards these innovative 
ideas that will put our students at the forefront of education in our region. 
 
In closing, I want to assure you the staff at the Pillager Middle School works very hard in providing a great educational 
experience for your children.  Continue to look for ways to support your kids and the school and help us to get better in every 
facet of education.  Recent research states that the number one factor in determining the success of students today is the 
parents.  I look forward to coming alongside you and seeing your children flourish here at Pillager.  Bob Beauprez stated 
“Education is a shared commitment between dedicated teachers, motivated students and enthusiastic parents with high 
expectations.”  Thanks for all you do! 

Parent—Teacher 
Conferences for all schools 

Tuesday, Nov. 21 from 4-8 pm 
Wednesday, Nov. 22 from 8 am-noon 



The Apple Giving Tree 

Pillager School PTO will again have the Apple Giving Tree up during the month of 
December in the elementary office to help with gifting ideas for your student’s 
teacher. The apples will be color coordinated by grade level. If you have any 
questions, please contact the PTO president, Joanna Buresh, at (218) 839-6850 
or by email at pto.pillager@gmail.com 

Coming in 
January 

Watch for 
details 

 

Pillager PTO Board 
Joanna Buresh-PTO President/Treasurer 
Kristina Lee-PTO Vice President/Volunteer Coordinator 
Canndi Vieths-PTO Secretary/Communication 
 

Check out the PTO website at  
www.pillagerpto.com  
or find us on Facebook  
under Pillager PTO 
 
If you have questions  
about the PTO,  
please feel free to contact  
pto.pillager@gmail.com 

Title 1 — “It’s for Everybody!” 
 

THANK YOU!! 
The Pillager School PTO 
would like to THANK 
everyone who supported 
us with the purchase of 
a Pillager Huskies 
homecoming shirt. 

 
Please help me  

congratulate these  
new 1200m  

Pillager School  
course record  

holders: 

 
 

NEW 2nd grade boys record holder: Bentlee Walker 5:46 
 NEW 4th grade girls record holder: Violette Metz 5:47  

(breaking a 6 year old record) 
NEW 5th grade boys record holder: Cowen Cremers 5:30 

 
Cowen Cremers and Carter Mielke both beat the 5th grade record! 

 

Title One HUSKY BINGO 
November 13 

6:00-7:00 pm in the Media Center 
For all elementary students.  

Must be accompanied by a parent. 
Many books will be given as prizes! 

 

 
Title I Grant Policy 

We encourage parents to be involved in their child’s education at 
Pillager Elementary.  Parents are welcome in the school at all times.  
Parents are invited to visit classrooms and encouraged to communi-
cate with teachers.  All students in Pillager Elementary are able to 
receive services under the school wide plan.   
 
Title teachers, as well as all teachers at Pillager are highly trained, 
licensed and working in their area of expertise. District-wide  
Parental Involvement Policy Procedures has been developed jointly 
with and agreed on with, parents of children participating in Title I, 
Part A programs.   

     



Friday, December 8 
During class time, elementary students will 
have the opportunity to shop for up to 10 gifts 
costing only $1 each (including the gift bag)! 
Gifts will be available that are appropriate for 
mom, dad, grandparents, and siblings! 
(Please do not use this event to buy gifts for 
friends.) 
 

Gift tags will be provided to you by the school and will be sent home 
right after Thanksgiving. We ask that you help your child decide who 
they are buying for BEFORE “shopping day” and complete the labels. 
 

 Volunteers Needed   

 Shoppers needed to purchase items. 

 On “shopping day” many volunteers are needed to help the   
children shop and bag their gifts.  

 Call Sue at 746-2105 to volunteer 

20th Annual 
Christmas Shopping for Kids 

Christmas Boutique 
December 11-15 

9:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m. 
In Mrs. Bouc’s Room 

 
Open to the community. 

Check in at the High School office.  
Student-made stocking stuffers  
and gifts available for purchase.  

 

K-4 Christmas Program 
“The Twelve Days of Christmas”  

by Mark Brymer 
 

Show Times: 
Friday, December 15  at 1:30 and 7:00 pm 

 
Join us for our annual holiday musical review, 
revisiting historical and cultural aspects of the 

Christmas season. 
 

In the High School Gymnasium 
Community Welcome! 

Chevelle Luchka, Tera Miller, Mariah Martin, Grace Mulder, Gabrielle Gold,  
Taylor Kavanaugh, Ella-Mae Swanberg, Jackson Mudgett, Natalee Kuklok, 
Jasper Turnbaugh, Rachel Hollingsworth, Zoey Breerwood, Veronica Metz,  

Emily Braaten, Mason Krause, Lane Adams, Alainna Dobson, Jonathon Tighe, 
Earl Brown, Teegan Thorsett, Thomas Niggeler, Lenell Reynolds. 

September  Elementary  
Students  of the Month 

The ELEMENTARY lost and found IS PILING TOO HIGH! 
 

Clothes that are not claimed will be washed  
every two weeks and then donated on about the   

1st and 15th of each month. 
 

The Elementary lost and found is located by the elementary 
gym. Students should check this every day!  Parents are also 
welcome to check it. Sign in at the Elementary office and you 

will be given a badge to be in the building. 

Elementary competition between grades:  
Who can bring the most dimes for our 

Thanksgiving donation  
to the Pillager Food Shelf? 

 
Competition dates November 1-22.  
Bring your dimes to your classroom  

anytime during that time. 
 

Don’t have dimes? That’s OK,  
we will convert your money into dimes! 

 
Parents should check the chart at  

conferences (November 21-22) to help  
push your child’s grade over the top! 



Pillager Elementary School is committed to maintaining its status as an 
ENVoY certified school.  Teachers and support staff continue to build their 
effective use ENVoY's 7 GEMS.  In addition, staff are expanding their 
repertoire with many of ENVoY's specialty skills.   
 
What is an ENVoY certified teacher? 
A teacher earns ENVoY certification when he/she demonstrates 
proficiency (including the student response to the strategy) of all 7 ENVoY 
GEMS in real time within the context of one lesson.   
 

What is an ENVoY certified school? 
Schools earn ENVoY Certified School status when at least 80% of the licensed staff earns individual ENVoY certification.  Pillager 
Elementary School is one of two schools in Region 5 that have been designated as an ENVoY certified school.   
 
Pillager Elementary School has had the privilege and honor of hosting educators from other school districts who are looking to implement 
ENVoY in their schools.  Pillager's host teachers and demonstration teachers welcome these guests into their classrooms as they 
demonstrate the implementation of the GEMS. 
 
What is the difference between an ENVoY host teacher and an ENVoY demonstration teacher? 
Host teachers are ENVoY certified teachers who are willing to open up their classrooms to observing teachers. They may or may not be 
working towards Demonstration Status. ENVoY Demonstration teachers have earned this status by demonstrating the ability to model the 
7 gems and additional skills from ENVoY, A Healthy Classroom & Charisma while (both recommended and least recommended) while 
visitors are present.  
 
It is important to note that certification is not a one time event.  To maintain status as an ENVoY certified teacher or paraprofessional, the 
staff member must be re-certified annually.  This is quite an accomplishment and one that Pillager staff should be recognized for as they 
work very hard to accomplish this feat.  While Pillager Elementary School has met the criteria as an ENVoY certified school, Pillager 
Middle and High Schools also have staff that have earned ENVoY 
certification.  These teachers are Mr. Parrish, Mr. Johnson, Ms. 
Kroska, and Ms. Prax. 
 
Mr. Smith, Mrs. Hall, and Mrs. Bouc have been certified as internal 
ENVoY coaches for Pillager Schools.  This certification consisted of 
one week of intensive training. 
 

 
Pillager Elementary School's Certified ENVoY Teachers (Back Row, 
L to R): Mrs. Bouc, Mrs. Kostka, Mrs. Koel, Ms. Foran, Mrs. Hall, 
Mrs. Anderson, Mrs. Klimek, Mr. Tervola-Hultberg; (Front Row, L to 
R): Mr. Davoli, Mrs. Norlin, Mrs. Grimsley, Ms. Ivers; (Not Pictured): 
Mrs. Thom, Mrs. Whitlock, Mrs. Marcy, Mrs. Cousino, Mrs. Mielke, 
Mr. Smith 
 
Pillager Elementary School's certified ENVoY Demonstration Teachers: (L to R, pictured below): 
Mrs. Bouc, Mr. Tervola-Hultberg, Mrs. Hall, Mrs. Grimsley, Ms. Foran, Mrs. Anderson, Ms. Ivers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Pillager Elementary School's certified ENVoY 
Paraprofessionals (L to R): Ann Munson, Lori Jensen, 
Sara Karppinen,  Jessica Newkirk, Francine Alt 
 

 



 

$35 for Father/Daughter Date Night  
includes Dinner, Photo, and “Girl Activity” 

($15 for additional daughters being  
accompanied by father) 

 
for all dads and their daughters,  

including grown dads and daughters! 
Tickets must be purchased in advance 

Limited to first 120,  
call 746-2105 by Feb. 5 for tickets. 

Saturday, February 10  6:00-7:30 p.m. 
in the Pillager School Commons 

ATTENTION ALL MOMS and SONS, grades K-4! 
Tuesday, February 12 6:00-7:30 p.m.  in the HS Commons 

 

Join us for a fun filled evening as mothers and sons team up to race against  
a 60-second clock in an array of fun "Minute to Win It" games. 

Simple meal included. Cost $10 per person 
  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED, PLEASE 
 There are some great opportunities to volunteer for this special event:  

Call Sue Van Hal at 746-2105 to volunteer 
 

from the desk of Mr. Josh Smith, Elementary Principal 

What an amazing start to the 2017-2018 school year!  I have enjoyed every minute of getting to know all of the 
students that make Pillager Elementary School a special place to work and learn.  One of my top priorities is to 
continue to provide a safe and collaborative culture among students, families, and staff.   
 

In the first several weeks we have already accomplished a great deal and I am proud of our staff and students for 
their willingness to work hard and respect the journey we are all on together.  Many of our staff have earned their 
ENVoY certification and we are on track to being a certified ENVoY school once again.  Our teachers are putting in 

great effort to better understand the standards being taught to students and we continue to challenge our own thinking to provide the best 
instruction for our students on a daily basis.  The students and families of Pillager Elementary are truly lucky to have such dedicated 
teachers and support staff! 
 

We will continue to look for ways that we can recognize students for going above and beyond academically, socially, and 
behaviorally.  Many students have already been recognized for their efforts with a #GoodNewsCalloftheDay.  This is an opportunity for a 
student to call someone of their choice and let them know of their accomplishment.  I believe it is important for students to have the 
opportunity to visit the Principal’s office for positive behavior and it gives me the chance to congratulate them personally for showing Husky 
Pride. 
 

I look forward to the months ahead while enjoying all that each day brings to our fantastic school.  We are off to a great start and I am 
excited to see all that we accomplish together. 
 

Monthly Meetings 

Thank you to the parents that have taken time out of their busy schedules to attend our informational meetings each of the past two 
months.  In August, we discussed co-teaching and in September we explained ENVoY and its role at Pillager Elementary 
School.  October’s focus was on WIN (What I Need) and STAR Assessments and the November session will provide information about 
Title I. 
 

These informational meetings are held the third Monday of each month prior to the school board meeting.  They are located in the media 
center.  Please feel welcome to attend and learn more about the offerings at Pillager Elementary School. 



 
Winter Coach Line-up 

Jim Bentson,  
Head Boys Basketball Coach 
I am happy to return to the Head Coach position 
for Boys Basketball — making this my 10th year 
as the Boys Head Basketball Coach.  I was the 
Assistant Coach for Erik Uselman for the past 
two years.  From 1999-2008, I had a record of 
158-83.  I was deployed on two separate occa-
sions and Jerry Fornshell & Scott Mudgett 
coached in my absence during the season. 
 
We have a number of letter winners and seniors returning from last 
year’s team which placed second in the Park Region Confer-
ence.  Starters include Spencer Schaefer (10th), Braeden Wangsness 
(12th), Tanner Swenson (12th), Joshua Doss (12th).  Seniors this year will 
be Joshua Doss, Levi Nagel, Isaac Thomsen, Joe Anderson, Kaleb 
Smith & Aaron Klein.  I project that some young sophomores will also 
get an opportunity to showcase their talents at the varsity level.   
 
Very little will change from what myself and Coach Uselman have  
implemented over the past 20 years in the Pillager Boys Basketball 
program.  I look forward to a good season and competing in the Park 
Region Conference & Class 7AA section tournament.  Brian Homan will 
serve as the Junior Varsity Coach.  He brings many years of experience 
coaching in Jordan, MN under former Brainerd Head Coach & Class 2A 
Coach of the Year, Matt Urbanek.  Chris Berent will remain in his posi-
tion as the C squad coach.  Coach Berent has been on the Boys Bas-
ketball coaching staff for over 15 years. 
JV Coach: Brian Homan 9th grade Coach: Chris Berent 
JH Coach: Kole Kristenson 
 
 
Wade Mortenson,  
Head Girls Basketball Coach 
This is Wade’s 12th year coaching here at 
Pillager.  He has lived in Pillager for about 13 
years with his wife Amanda, and daughters 
Hailea and Mady.  Basketball is his passion of 
all the sports he coaches.  He has been  
involved with basketball since elementary 
school.  He is excited to have the opportunity 
to lead the girls' basketball program for  
another season.   
JV Coach:   Matt Moen 
JH Coaches: Dave Peterson, Penny Grimsley 

Boys / Girls Basketball 
Tournament  December 21-22 

Day Date   Time Opponent 

Thu 11/30/2017 GBB A 7:30pm Browerville 

Fri 12/01/2017 BBB H 7:30pm Park Rapids 

Tue 12/05/2017 GBB H  7:30pm Bertha-Hewitt 

Tue 12/05/2017 BBB A  7:30pm St. John`s Prep 

Thu 12/07/2017 BBB H 7:30pm Menahga 

Fri 12/08/2017 BBB H 7:30pm Royalton 

Sat 12/09/2017 GBB A 5:00pm Henning 

Tue 12/12/2017 BBB A  7:30pm Verndale 

Tue 12/12/2017 GBB A  6:00pm Verndale 

Thu 12/14/2017 GBB A 7:30pm Nevis 

Sat 12/16/2017 BBB A  5:00pm New York Mills. 

Tue 12/19/2017 GBB A 7:30pm Aitkin 

Thu 12/21/2017 BBB H  7:45pm Fornshell Tournament 

Thu 12/21/2017 GBB H  6:00pm Fornshell Tournament 

Fri 12/22/2017 BBB H  7:45pm Fornshell Tournament 

Fri 12/22/2017 GBB H  6:00pm Fornshell Tournament 

Fri 12/29/2017 BBB H TBD Long Prairie Grey Eagle 

Fri 12/29/2017 GBB H  TBD Long Prairie Grey Eagle 

Tue 01/02/2018 BBB A 7:30pm Pequot Lakes 

Tue 01/02/2018 GBB H  7:30pm New York Mills. 

Thu 01/04/2018 BBB H 7:30pm Wadena-Deer Creek 

Fri 01/05/2018 BBB A 7:30pm Menahga 

Fri 01/05/2018 GBB A  7:30pm Wadena-Deer Creek 

Tue 01/09/2018 BBB H  7:30pm Sebeka 

Tue 01/09/2018 GBB A  7:30pm Upsala 

Thu 01/11/2018 GBB A 7:30pm Sebeka 

Sat 01/13/2018 BBB H  4:00pm Barnum 

Sat 01/13/2018 GBB H  7:30pm Barnum 

Tue 01/16/2018 GBB H  7:30pm Menahga 

Thu 01/18/2018 BBB H  7:30pm Bertha-Hewitt 

Fri 01/19/2018 GBB A 7:30pm Bertha-Hewitt 

Fri 01/19/2018 BBB H  7:30pm Pierz 

Tue 01/23/2018 BBB A 7:30pm Henning 

Tue 01/23/2018 GBB H  7:30pm Crosby-Ironton 

Thu 01/25/2018 GBB H  7:30pm Henning 

Fri 01/26/2018 GBB A 7:30pm Pierz 

Fri 01/26/2018 BBB H  7:30pm Aitkin 

Tue 01/30/2018 BBB H  7:30pm Verndale 

Tue 01/30/2018 GBB H  6:00pm Verndale 

Thu 02/01/2018 BBB H  7:30pm New York Mills. 

Fri 02/02/2018 GBB A 7:30pm New York Mills. 

Mon 02/05/2018 GBB A 7:30pm Menahga 

Mon 02/05/2018 BBB A  7:30pm Wadena-Deer Creek 

Thu 02/08/2018 GBB H  7:30pm Wadena-Deer Creek 

Fri 02/09/2018 GBB H  7:30pm Staples Motley 

Fri 02/09/2018 BBB A  7:30pm Sebeka 

Tue 02/13/2018 GBB H  7:30pm Sebeka 

Tue 02/13/2018 BBB A  7:30pm Staples Motley 

Tue 02/20/2018 BBB A 7:30pm Bertha-Hewitt 

Tue 02/20/2018 GBB H  7:30pm Pequot Lakes 

Fri 02/23/2018 BBB H  7:30pm Henning 

Fri 03/02/2018 BBB A 7:30pm Crosby-Ironton 



January 6, 2018 
Adult Women’s 

Volleyball Tournament 

 

$60 per team  — Pool play and tournament 
To register, contact Nicole Bramer  

at perlinger31@hotmail.com or (218) 330-7201  

 
Clay Target League  
Information meeting will be scheduled for February. 
This league is for students, guys or girls, from grades 7-12 who have their hunter’s safety 
certificate. For more information, call Kandi at 218-821-3331 

Basketball  
Begins 

Monday, October 30 Boys Jr.H Basketball        Monday, November 20    Boys Basketball (V, JV, C) 
Monday, November 13 Girls Basketball (V JV, C)        Monday, December 4      Girls Jr.H Basketball  

 
School Weight Room 

Our school weight room is open to the public on Mondays through Thursdays from 3:30-5:00 p.m.  
Workout programs and coaches are available to help the novice and seasoned trainers. Machines 
and free weights are available. Guests should use Door L on the far northwest end of the building. 

 Husky Gear 
If you are looking for School Spirit clothing, check in the Elementary or High School office. Several 
sweatshirt styles are available. T-shirts, and hats may also be available. 
On occasion, other groups also sell Husky clothing. To find out about these options contact the 
PTO or high school athletics. The Shante and the Dollar General also carries a line of Husky 
clothing. 

 
Pillager School has a local huddle as a part of the nationwide organization, Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
(FCA). This organization focuses on Integrity, Teamwork, Service, and Excellence. A student need not be an 
athlete or attend a church to attend this club.  FCA is planning to have events on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays 
of the month. The event details will vary depending on the activity.  

 Each month two students are recognized as HUSKY OF THE MONTH. This recognition includes 
their name on the school Huskies Page and a t-shirt. These students are recommended by the 
Pillager coaches and are endorsed by the Pillager Huskies Booster Club. 
Criteria for selection: 
Academic Performance, Activity Performance, School/Activity Attendance, Sportsmanship/Attitude 
Award Winners:  September/October  Volleyball—Maggie Schmit  
Boys XC —Anthony Jansen Girls XC-Allie Watson Football-Eli Horn 

 

Buy a #1FANCARD which will give you admission to all  
of the school games and activities PLUS you will get 

discounts at many area business. 

 
Top 3 men overall:  Jeff Fiebelkorn, David 
Notch, Brian Grimsley  
Top 3 women overall:  Lillian March, Bethany 
Gielow, Amy Brichaneck 
Youngest participants:  7 year olds Jacob 
Albertson and Ella-Mae Swanberg 
 Oldest participant:  77 year old Alma Dorias 
 1st Time 5K participants:  Jacob Albertson, 
Carter Mielke, Greg Bennett, Aubrey Fussy, 
Heavenly Smith, Becky Bennett, Sarah Johnson, 
Kianna Watson, Alma Dorias 

  

 
 

Age groups: 
 
12 and under:  Carter Mielke, Ezra Notch, TJ 
Swanberg; Lillian March, Ava Swanberg, Ella-
Mae Swanberg 
13-18:  No men; Bethany Gielow, Sarah Johnson 
19-29:  Jeff Fielbelkorn; Kalyn Ivers, Kayla Rardin 
30-39: Tony Brichaneck; Amy Brichaneck, Kianna 
Watson, Christina Wilson 

 

 
 

 
 
40-49:  David Notch, Brian Grimsley, Lonnie 
Stokes; Ann March, Penny Grimsley, Shauna 
Stokes 
50-59:  No men; Kathy Wehking, Mary Johnson, 
Bonnie Nelson 
60 +:  No men, Alma Dolrias, Mary Hollingsworth 
  



 

6:00-7:00 Monday evenings 
January 8, 22,  February 5, 12, 26 
$15 per player, includes a T-shirt 

For boys and girls,  in the High School Gym 
 

Performance at 1/2 time of Varsity Boys Game 
Friday, Feb. 23 at approx. 8:15 p.m. 

**3rd grade may be able to participate in a 3-on-3  
tournament here in Pillager at the end of the season.  

More details to come. 
 

Led by Varsity boys and girls programs,  
Coaches Mortenson, Bentson, Moen, Homan, and Berent 

Now accepted in the District office  
for registration fees and lunch accounts 

 
Online registration and credit card payments are also 

available for all athletics and youth sports….  
And coming soon …. community ed classes,  

and lunch accounts! 

Six sessions designed to help parents equip kids with character, 
compassion, problem solving skills and more! 

 Stay calm when your kids do incredibly upsetting things. 

 Set enforceable limits 

 Help your kids learn from mistakes so they don’t repeat them. 

 Avoid enabling and begin empowering. 

 Designed to give practice skills that can be used immediately. 
 

Tuesday nights: November 14-December 19 
6:00-8:30 p.m. 

Pillager School Media Center 
$30 per person / $50 per couple (one workbook) 
Childcare available for $10 — must pre-register 

Facilitator: Myra Horner (821-0912) 

MUST PRE-REGISTER BY NOVEMBER 9 
Call to register (821-0912), or forms available at school 

® 

 

Pickleball is a racquet sport that 
combines elements of badminton, 
tennis, and table tennis. Two, 
three, or four players use solid 
paddles made of wood or 
composite materials to hit a 

perforated polymer ball, similar to a 
wiffle ball, over a net.  
 

November 12, 19, 26 and December 3, 10, 17        
In the High School gym     2:00-4:00 p.m. 

Register for all 6 weeks for $10 or $3 per session 
 

Pickleball for all adults who want to play in an open gym setting. 
Everyone can play and at any level. There will be players  

who will mentor you as you learn. 
If you have questions, call Wade at (218) 746-2115 

Look for us online: 
www.isd116.org 
www.pillagerfair.com 
www.pillagerfamilycenter.org 
www.cityofpillager.com 
www.pillageredfoundation.org 
www.pillagerpto.com 
www.pillagermn.com 

 
Follow us on Twitter 
@Pillager_School 

@Pillager_Base  
@kinderworld116   
@PillagerFB 
@ms4nfirstgrade 
@PillagerArt 
@HuskyPRIDE 
@ChasesCrew116 
@mrmoenclassroom  
@PillagerFootballFamily 
@PillagerBoysTF  

@PillagerBoysBB  

 

“Like Us” on Facebook 
Pillager Photography 
Pillager JO Vball 
Pillager Football Family 
Fun Stop –Before & After 
Pillager Huskies Football 
Pillager Huskies Booster Club 
Pillager Education Foundation 
Pillager PTO 
Pillager School Alumni 
Pillager Family Center 
Pillager Boys Track and Field 
Pillager Huskies Girls Basketball 



 

Boys Basketball - $40.00 Fee 
 
4th grade Boys  
 

 Mondays/Thursdays — 6:00-7:30 pm 

 Elementary gym 

 Saturday morning practice/games        
(some travel) 8:30-10:00 AM 

 Season: December 4-February 24 

Girls Basketball - $40.00 Fee 
 
4th grade Girls    
 

 Mondays/Thursdays — 6:00-7:30 pm 

 Elementary gym 

 Saturday morning practice/games        
(some travel) 8:30-10:00 AM 

 Season: December 4-February 24 

at www.isd116.org—choose the red tab on the left “athletics/activities” 

** Complete practice and  game schedule will be given the first day of practice. ** 

Pillager Youth Sports is part of 
the Athletic department. As long 
as there is a varsity program of-
fered at Pillager School, a youth 
sports program may be offered as 
well.     Registration fees will be a 
part of the same family max as 
the high school ($300 per family 
per year).  
 
. 
The Head Coach will be a part of 
the school-wide coaching staff 
and chosen by the Varsity coach 
of each sport.  

5th-6th grade Boys  
 

 Tuesday/Thursdays — 6:00-7:30 or 6:30-7:45 
pm 

 Middle School or Elementary gym 

 Saturday morning practice/games         
(some travel) 10:00-11:30 

 Season: December 5-February 24 

 FIRST DAY:  
     December 5 is a 6:00 start (MS gym) 

5th-6th grade Girls  
 

 Tuesday/Thursdays — 6:00-7:30 or 6:30-7:45 
pm 

 Middle School or Elementary gym 

 Saturday morning practice/games         
(some travel) 10:00-11:30 

 Season: December 5-February 24 

 FIRST DAY:  
     December 5 is a 6:00 start (Elem gym) 

Winter 2017Winter 2017Winter 2017---181818   

Name  Registering for:  □ Girls BB 4th grade                           □ Boys BB 4th grade  

Grade / Teacher  Home Phone            

Child’s birthdate  Email for Alert Now  

Mother’s Name  Father’s Name  

Mother’s Cell  Father’s Cell  

Health issues that would affect participation: 
   

 Date Registration Received__________  
Cash received ________________ Check #__________________ 

Youth Sports Registration       $40 registration fee 

Release of Liability  (This form MUST be signed before registration is complete.) 
In consideration of your accepting my child or ward’s entry, I herby waive and release any and all rights and claims that I, my child/ward may have against Pillager 
Public Schools, its servants, agents, or employees, for any and all injuries and other damages arising out of or connected with participation in the activity. I further 
agree and consent to emergency treatment for my child/ward by a physician or hospital, in the event that I cannot be reached. This waiver is in effect while my child/
ward is participating in Winter Youth Sports at Pillager Schools. 
 
Adult Signature __________________________________________________________________________________  Date ____________________ 

□ Girls BB 5/6 grade                           □ Boys BB 5/6 grade   



What is GRAD BLAST? 
 

This is an annual party on the night of graduation 
for the seniors. It’s their last big event together. 
This event is sponsored by the Booster Club, but 

planned by parents of seniors. The first parent planning meeting 
will be held on Monday, January 8 in the commons at 5:30 p.m.  
All senior parents are invited to attend this planning meeting. 

Our new Career Advisor, Amy Sjoblad, is available 

on Mondays and Wednesdays in Room 700 to assist 
students and parents with the following: 

 Personalized career exploration 

 Identify skills and interests   
 Secure job shadows or apprenticeships 
 Research post secondary education options 

 Assistance with the financial aid process 
 Hone interviewing and networking skills 
 Resume’ and cover letter writing 

 Job search skills 
 Scholarship information 

 

Please stop by Amy’s office or contact her as follows: 
asjoblad@isd116.org or at 218.746.2083. 

National Honor Society  
Reception and Induction  

November 9   6:00 p.m. 
 

Held in the high school commons 
Open to Inductees and their guests 

 

    

ALC (Alternative Learning Center) through Freshwater Education District is continuing after school at the Pillager High 

School.  This is for students who are behind credits and need to make them up in order to graduate.     

Classes will be held on Tuesdays and/or Wednesdays after school depending on student scheduling needs.  Class is 
held from 3:15-5:30on both days.  Students who are currently enrolled or returning, should report to room 605 
on January 16th at 3:15pm.  New students will be notified by Mrs. Turner of their need to attend and their schedule.  

 If you have any questions regarding ALC you may contact Gina Taylor at 218-746-2081 or email at gtaylor@isd116.org or 
Sue Turner at 218-746-2116 or sturner@isd116.org. 
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Job Shadow Opportunity 
February 1 is Groundhog Job  

Shadow Day. This national campaign 

gives young people a new  

perspective on their studies through 

hands-on learning and a one-day 

mentoring experience. 

High School Juniors choose a mentor 

who they will "shadow" throughout 

the day to experience how the skills 

they learn in the classroom can be 

applied to the real world. If you would like to have your son or daughter  

participate in the job shadow experience,  

please return register no later than Friday, January 13. 

Thank you to the following businesses who have supported 
Pillager School and programs through the past several months:  
 
July:   Buffalo Wild Wings, Pillager Huskie Booster Club, and 
Staples Bakery.  
 
August: The Kula Foundation, Brainerd Lakes Chamber of 
Commerce Education Association – donation of kitchen equipment, 
and Big Stone Therapies, Inc. – donation of sports medicine 
services. 
 
September: Mike/Bonnie Belles, Tanya Hyatt, PictureDayPro 
(banners), Lewis/Beva Olson (football pins), Pillager Lions 
(homecoming bonfire) 

High school students must watch Mrs. Turner's website for the 
most up-to-date scholarship information and upcoming events 
and dates.   
 
Please go to www.isd116.org.  Click on high school, then 
choose counselor 
If you have questions please feel free to email Mrs. Turner 
at sturner@isd116.org. 

Metier is a strategy to help middle school students understand how they learn, interact with others, and serve. 
Understanding these things will give them the best chance to choose the career that will bring them success and 
personal fulfillment. 
 
This curriculum has been developed by our own teachers, Kevin Votaw and Jordan Herman and has attracted national 
(and international) attention.  Funding has been awarded to Pillager Middle School to develop this program. Our 
students are fortunate to be at the ground level of an amazing system that could revolutionize career assessment for 
hundreds of schools in the future. 
 
This material is presented in a 30-minute session, 2 or 3 days a week in the Middle School. 

Congratulations to Queen Hailea Books  
and Noah Caruso for being crowned royalty  

at the 2017 Homecoming Coronation 

 

5th-6th graders 
The Journey 
Using activities and board games, 5th and 6th graders will experience 
different interaction and learning styles to find their “flow”.  (Think 
about the difference between the games Scrabble and Pictionary. 
What can we learn about ourselves from these games?) 
 
Flow is a term used to define that place  where we are most excited 
and comfortable.  A student is in their “flow” when they are in their 
“happy spot” — in the best environment for learning, social interaction, 
and serving style. 
 
The Compass 
Each week students will evaluate their activities by using a simple 
emoji scale which will help them “filter” their experience.  All of this 
data will act as a compass for future career choices. 
 
The Lighthouse 
At the end of each year, students will use this information to look at 
career possibilities based on what they have learned about 
themselves. 

7th-8th graders 
The Journey 
The format for these two grades will be  Hear it — Do it — See it 
Each year, seven career fields (one each month Sept.-March) will be explored from a list 
including Environment, Transportation, Robotics, Business, Electrical, Agriculture, 
HVAC, Nanotech, Medicine, Graphic design, Coding, Education/Human Services. 
With each career experience, students will hear a speaker, do a project, and take a field 
trip. Then, using their filters they will be able to determine how that fits with their “flow”. 
 
The Compass 
Student will use the emoji scale to evaluate their experiences and will journal their 
thoughts each week. 
 
The Lighthouse 
During the fourth quarter, these 7th and 8th graders will be introduced to the Minnesota 
Career Clusters. Using their compass and understanding of themselves, students will 
focus on careers that give them “flow”. 
 
Students will also be given the opportunity to “Design Your Life” based on all the 
information they have learned. 

http://www.isd116.org/
mailto:sturner@isd116.org


Community Groups — Call for info 

4H                  587-8280 
Cub Scouts/Boy Scouts  Mark Huber 839-1513  
Girl Scouts  Monica Husen  828-3515 
Lions Club               Les Swift  839-2184 
Sunshine Club  Barb Merced 851-0115 
Moms in Prayer               Rhonda Dosser 746-4142 
Am.Legion and Auxiliary     Tom Rhett 746-3945 or Ann Ness 746-3270 
Fair Board / Community Center    Anne Ness 746-3270  
Pillager Family Center Betty Doss 746-2185 
Pillager Business Association      PillagerAreaBusiniess@gmail.com 
Pillager History  Sue Van Hal 821-2276 

 

If you would like your club or organization listed here,  
please call the office with your contact information. 

The annual tradition continues  
with the Lions Club during the  

holiday seasons. Again this  
year they will be distributing  

Thanksgiving turkeys and  
Christmas hams to families  

in need.  
 

If you would like an application,  
stop by any of the following  

businesses: Pine River State  Bank,  
Pillager Family Center, City Hall,  

or the school. Recipients are chosen based on income  
guidelines and must live in the Pillager school district. 

Community Events and Activities 

Lions Fish Fry 
Friday, November 3    
5:00-7:00 p.m. (or until it’s gone!) 
at the Pillager Community Center 
Under 10 and over 80  $ 7.00  
Ages 11-79  $10.00 
Fish, Calico beans, coleslaw, roll, dessert. Come early to insure there is 
fish!  

 

Family Christmas at Camp Shamineau 
Enjoy the free afternoon, Dec.9 from 1-4 p.m.,  with your family at Camp 
Shamineau. On this day, the facilities will be open for the community 
including the climbing wall, zip line, trail rides, crafts, and many other 
holiday specials. For more information , call (218) 575-2240. 

 

FREE Ice Skating Rink 
Courtesy of the Pillager Fire Department, there is an ice rink at the  
fairgrounds that is open to the public — FREE.  It is located near the 
northwest corner of the fairgrounds and is open all the time, as weather  
permits.  

PILLAGER FAMILY CENTER 
In November and December, the Pillager Family Center helps 
families with groceries for their Thanksgiving and Christmas 
meals.  We collect names of families for Thanksgiving and 
Christmas and work with community organizations and 
individuals, like you, to make sure their grocery needs are 
supplied.  Families who need help buying Christmas gifts for 
their children are identified and helped as well.  We collect the 
names of the children and use donated money to buy toys and 
games or use donated toys and games to give to families in 
need. 
 

Please consider giving generously to help families and children 
in our community.  The Pillager Family Center is a 501(c)3 
organization and your donation is tax deductible to the fullest 
extent allowed by law.  The federal tax identification number is 
41-1811057.  You may give by sending money to the Pillager 
Family Center, 305 Fir Avenue W, Pillager, MN  56473, drop 
off food donations, or give online through giveMN.org 
website.   The website address is http://givemn.org/
organization/Pillager-Family-Council.   Give to the Max Day is 
November 16 this year. Thank you for considering to give 
to children and families in the Pillager community through 
your donation to the Pillager Family Center.  

COATS FOR KIDS 
If you want to donate money to provide new winter wear for 
kids, contact Jamie from the fair board (218) 839-5329. (This 
effort is partnering with the Elementary School.) 
If you know of a student who needs winter wear (coat, boots, 
snow pants, hats, mittens) please contact Jamie or any school 
office. 

 

Opportunities to give 
during this holiday season 
 

All of the following efforts are being  
coordinated through the Pillager  
Family Center so that needs are  
met but not duplicated. Thanks for  
your generosity. 

 

http://givemn.org/organization/Pillager-Family-Council
http://givemn.org/organization/Pillager-Family-Council


 
 

2017-2018 
One Act 
Season  

 
This year’s play will be  

“Check Please”  
by Jonathan Rand 

 

Dating can be hard. Especially when your date happens to 
be a raging kleptomaniac, or your grandmother's bridge 
partner, or a mime. Check Please follows a series of blind 
dinner dates that couldn't get any worse -- until they do. 
Could there possibly be a light at the end of the tunnel?   
 (playscripts.com) 
 
 

 Community Performance is  
Thursday, January 25 at 7:00 pm.  

 

One Act Sub-section competition  
is held at Pequot Lakes High School  

on Saturday, January 27 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Presented by the  
Pillager Middle School 

 
Friday, December 1 at 7:00 pm 

Saturday, December 2 at 7:00 pm 
Sunday, December 3 at 2:00 pm 

 
In the Performing Arts Center, 

Elementary Cafeteria 

Middle School / High School 
 

Choir Concert: Monday, Dec. 11 - 7:30 pm 
Band Concert: Monday, Dec. 18 - 7:30 pm 

 

SPEECH TEAM  

Speech is an academic activity available to 
students grades 6-12. Speech involves a 
presentation by one, two, or a group of students 
that is judged against a similar type of 
presentation by others in a round competition. 
There are 13 events in speech ranging from 
public address categories which requires 
knowledge of current events to interpretation categories which are 
dramatic or humorous. Each event in speech features a different form  
of public speaking and requires a unique skill set and talent. 
 
Students who join speech are eligible to join the National Speech & 
Debate Honor Society, the largest interscholastic speech & debate 
organization in the world. The Association recognizes sustained 
participation and awards points for competitive speech & debate 
activities, audience speaking, and services. Accumulation of these 
points leads to advanced recognition through higher degrees within the 
Honor Society and qualifies students for additional scholarships. 

http://playscripts.com/


The Pillager Middle School students  
are selling pizza cards with eight  

great pizza discounts, saving  
you $37.  Cards are available from  

any Middle School student for only $5.   
Funds raised will be used to fund the Middle School field trips. 

 
Cards will be on sale from November 13 through December 1 

Support the Arts  
(Culinary Arts and Visual Arts) 

CHILI BOWLS  
FOR THE ARTS 

At BB parent’s night games.  
Watch for details. 

Grocery Bagging 

Nov.18 9 a.m.-9 p.m. Class of 2018 Brainerd Cub 
Nov. 22 9 a.m.-9 p.m. ProStart  Brainerd Cub 
Nov. 22 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Class of 2018 Baxter Cub 
 
Dec. 20 4-9 pm  Boys BBall Baxter Cub 
Dec.21 4-9 pm  Spanish Club Brainerd Club 
Dec. 22 2-9 pm  Spanish Club Brainerd Club 
Dec. 22 2-9 pm  Class of 2020 Baxter Cub 
Dec. 23 9-8 pm  Class of 2020 Baxter Cub 
 
 

Pillager Booster Club is holding their third Annual Raffle   
 

Enter to Win: 
2017 CFMOTO CFORCE 500S ATV- Brothers Motorsports 
Framed Wolftrax Fatbike – Muddy Bikes 
Winchester SX4 Shotgun – Reed’s family Outdoor Outfitters 
Browning Xbolt Stalker Rifle – Reed’s Family Outdoor Outfitters 
.22 Rifle – Magnum Research 
YETI Cooler – Reed’s Family Outdoor Outfitters 
Cragun’s Legacy Golf Package for 4 
And Many more prizes!  (See full list on the Pillager Huskies Booster Club Facebook page ) 

 
 

The Booster Club is selling 2,000 tickets at $10.00 each.  Every cent that the Booster Club raises with fundraisers goes back to 
our students — Scholarships, Grad Blast, athletic/activity team support, scoreboards, facility help, and the list goes on and on.   
 

Drawing held during half-time of the boys basketball game during the Fornshell Classic: Dec.22 
Contact lp.pillagerboosterclub@gmail.com or wmortenson@isd116.org for more information. 

mailto:lp.pillagerboosterclub@gmail.com


Committed to inspiring excellence  
in the Pillager School District!  

 
Pillager is growing in reputation and size as a community where 
people want their families to live and learn. To support this 
growth and ensure the best education for our children, the  
Pillager Education Foundation has been established.  

 
Our Mission:  “Working with our communities, we will support innovative approaches and enhance student excellence in academics, 
arts, athletics, and activities.”  
 
Our Vision: “The Pillager Education Foundation funds will be used for current needs and to build endowments. Uses may include, but 
are not limited to the following: Scholarships, Community Events, Special Projects, and Innovative Classrooms.” 
 
Be a part of our growing success by making a contribution to The Pillager Education Foundation!  Your donation will provide a strong 
support for the Foundation.  All funds contributed to the Foundation will be used to support education right here in the Pillager  
community.  You can support the Foundation by: 
 ► Personal gifts of cash or checks   ► Memorial gifts through wills, life insurance or trust fund 

 
Contributions to the Pillager Education Foundation are tax deductible as provided in 501(c)3 IRS Code and should be made payable to 
the Initiative Foundation  (405 1st St. SE,  Little Falls, MN 56435)  Call if you have other questions: (218) 746-2185. 

All School Yearbook 
Pricing:  $45 until January 1 
 Name engraved-additional $5 
 $50 after that. Deadline is March 1 
 
If you have photos you think would be appropriate 
for the yearbook, please send them to 
ahutch@isd116.org  

HELP: Our local food bank is in need of 
paper bags. You may drop these off  

at the Early Childhood desk. 

Lunch Accounts — Don’t Forget… 

You can apply at any time during the school year for free 
and reduced meals. If you were denied previously and you 
family size or income has changed, please call Maureen 
Milless, Food Service Bookkeeper, at 746-2104 to see if 

you now qualify. 

Check out these things on 
the school website…. 
 Our “NEW FAMILY” newsletter with 

year-round info for those new or 
considering Pillager Schools. 

 Regular updates on activities posted on the “Bulletin 
Board” There is a link there that takes you to the most 
current school calendar. 

 PHOTO staff directory. 

There are several ways that parents and community members can 
GET INVOLVED AT THE SCHOOL. 
For information on serving on any of these  
advisory board, please contact the person  
listed below: 
Booster Club — Chad Koel 
Elementary PTO—Joanna Buresh 
Volunteer Coordinator—Sue Van Hal 
District Leadership Team—Mike Malmberg 
Pillager Education Foundation — Steve Uban 
Community Ed Advisory Board — Wade Mortenson 

Please save  
these for our school. You can drop 
them off at any school office or the 
Shante will also collect them for us. 



Early Childhood  
Special Christmas Event 

 

Pillager Early Childhood  
Special Christmas Event.   

 
Date and Time to be decided. An Alert  

message will be sent with this information. 
 

Early Childhood Family Education,  
School Readiness, Head Start, and the  

Pillager Little  Huskies Child Care Center  
organize this event for all Early Childhood  

children and their families.  

 

please call for hours 
Alice Korwes, Family Support Coordinator 218-746-4009 

Betty Doss, Executive Director 218-746-2185 
 

 Food Shelf:   Thursday noon-5:00 p.m. 

 WIC:  3rd Tues/Wed of the month  
  call 218-547-1430 for appointment 

 Child and Teen Checkup Clinics:   

  4th Tuesday of the month  
  call 746-4009 for appointment 

 Cass County financial workers:  
  Thursday through v-link  
  call 218-547-1340 for appointment 

 Cass County Veteran's Services  
  3rd Thursday of the month  
  10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

 Other services: phone, computer use, fax and copy machine availa-
ble to the public for a small charge. 

www.pillagerfamilycenter.org 

305 Fir Avenue, Pillager  
323 E. 2nd St. S., Pillager 

School Readiness 
This program offers a variety of experiences and activities that prepare 
preschoolers for success in Kindergarten. To be enrolled, children must 
be four years of age by September 1st. Pillager School offers two options 
of School Readiness classes:  

 Monday, Wednesday, some Fridays 8:25-3:00  

 Tuesday, Thursday, some Fridays 8:25-3:00  
If you have questions, please call Carla at 746-3075. 
 

Early Childhood Special Education (ECSE) 
Children ages birth to seven who exhibit developmental delays (motor, 
auditory, vision, cognition, social-emotional, or speech/language) may 
qualify for services to meet their specific needs. Children receive services 
in their home, daycare, or in Pillager’s Early Childhood or Kindergarten 
classrooms. 
 
 

Early Childhood Family Education (ECFE) 
This program provides support and resources  to all families with children 
from birth until their enrollment in Kindergarten. The ECFE  program 
believes parents are a child’s first and most important teachers. Our pro-
gram  provides an opportunity for parents and  children to play and learn 
together in a  supportive environment facilitated by  licensed  child and 
parent educators.  
The next class sessions are being planned for this winter. Classes in both 
sessions are 3:45-4;45 p.m. Please call Carla at 746-3075 for more infor-
mation and to put your name on our mailing list.  
 

Head Start 
Provided through Bi-County CAP, this program is for families with chil-
dren ages 4-5, focusing on education, health, parent involvement and 
social services. Children attend full-day classes (8:10-3:00 pm) Tues/
Thurs throughout the school year. Priority is given to families who meet 
income guidelines.  

Early Childhood  
Options 

The Radiothon held in 2016 raised $69,607!!! In total the Radio-
thon to End Child Abuse has raised over $1,400,000.00 since 

1994!  Now it is time for the 2017 WJJY, B93.3, The Power Loon 
and  Cool 103.5 Radiothon to End Child Abuse. Since 1994,  

people in the lakes area have supported the Radiothon to End 
Child Abuse with donations totaling $1,201.805. The Radiothon has 

also increased awareness of the problem of child abuse and  
neglect. Listen again this year to find out what is being done in our 

communities to help end child abuse.  
 

Please make your pledge, bid on valuable auction items and  
support your 23rd Annual Radiothon. This is a joint effort by WJJY, 
B93.3, The Power Loon and Cool 103.5 radio, the Child Abuse 
Prevention Councils of Aitkin, Morrison, Cass Counties, the Crow 
Wing County Child Protection Team, and Prevent Child Abuse  
Minnesota. 

December 7-8 
To participate, listen to the radio stations listed above  

or see the website to track auction items:  
www.brainerd.com/radiothon 

 
Money raised during the 2017 Radiothon will benefit Minnesota 
child abuse prevention efforts including those at the Pillager Area 
Family Center.  The Pillager Area Family Center’s mission is 
“Empowering and strengthening families to build a strong Pillager 
community.” 

24th Annual  
Radiothon  

to End Child Abuse  

We would like to say a HUGE thank you to  
Pine River State Bank and the community for 

donating to the backpack and school supply drive 
  

If you know of a child who needs a backpack and/or 
school supplies, please contact the Elementary office 

or the Pillager Family Center (746-2185). 

tel:218-746-2185
http://www.1067wjjy.com/
http://www.todaysbestcountry.com/
http://www.theloon.com/
http://www.theloon.com/
http://www.cool1035.com/
http://www.todaysbestcountry.com/
http://www.theloon.com/
http://www.cool1035.com/
http://www.brainerd.com/radiothon/partners/aitkin_county.html
http://www.brainerd.com/radiothon/partners/morrison_county.htm
http://www.brainerd.com/radiothon/partners/cass_county.html
http://www.brainerd.com/radiothon/child_protection/index.html
http://www.brainerd.com/radiothon/child_protection/index.html
http://www.pcamn.org/
http://www.pcamn.org/


 
The Pillager Family Center could 
really use some “Thanksgiving” 
items for the food shelf such as 
stuffing, potatoes, corn, gravy, 
ingredients for green bean  
casserole (green beans, cream 
of mushroom soup, French fried 
onions).   
 

The same will be true for Christmas dinner groceries.  If you can help, 
please drop off your donations at the Family Center located in the City Hall 
building. (305 Fir Avenue West, Pillager) 

Pillager Area Family Center serves all members of our community 
Home Visiting Program 
The Family Center Home Visiting Program offers weekly home visits to new parents to 
gain information about child development, physical and social/emotional, parenting  
ideas, basic care and communication.   The Home Visitor and parents work through the 
Growing Great Kids curriculum.  This program is Healthy Families America (HFA)  
accredited. For more information, please call Myra at (218) 746-4009.   
 
Funding for this program is from the Otto Bremer Foundation, United Way, Crow Wing 
County, Cass County and the Cass County Leech Lake Reservation Children’s Initiative. “Hand in hand for early success”  ... 
Working together to build a secure foundation for newborn babies and their first time parents. 
 

Pillager Little Huskies Child Care Center State licensed and Parent Aware rated 

Location:    Pillager School Early Childhood Center  
Hours:    6:30 am to 6:00 pm  
Ages:    16 months to five years old   
Enrollment forms available online in the early childhood section of the Pillager School website or from Little Huskies’ staff. Call 
Ashley at (218) 746-2193 for more information or to enroll your child.  Children must be enrolled in the program and pre-
registration and pre-payment is needed in order for your child to attend. 
 

Fun Stop: School-Age Care Program 
Location:  Pillager School   Ages:  Kindergarten through 4th Grade 
Hours:  6:30 am to 6:00 pm summer and non-school days  6:30-8:10 am, 3:00-6:00 pm school days 
Children must be enrolled in the program and pre-registration and pre-payment is needed in order for your child to attend.  
Enrollment forms are available from the Fun Stop staff. Call (218) 746-2192 for information 

 

Pillager Area  Food Shelf  Thursdays Noon-5:00 pm  
305 Fir Avenue W         (218) 746-4009 

The Pillager Family Center operates the Pillager Area Food Shelf and offers help to families in the Pillager school district. Food is 
available monthly and Cub Food donates bread that is available weekly.  
Thank you to everyone who has donated food and/or money to the Pillager Food Shelf.  Your donations are greatly appreciated 
and continue to help families in our community. Monetary donations are preferred and are used to purchase food from the Sec-
ond Harvest Food Bank.  The Food Bank offers food to be purchased by food shelves at a lower cost and in bulk amounts, help-
ing to stretch every dollar donated. 

 

 

Our transportation services are handled by Fornshell Bus Service. 
 

fornshellbus@isd116.org  
(218) 746-3770 

 



Emergency school closings, late starts, postponement or cancellation of events can be the result of se-
vere weather conditions or mechanical failure of the school facilities. Please listen to the stations listed 
here for any time change in the school day. This is an emergency situation and we cannot afford to have 
the school telephone lines tied up.  
 
If severe weather conditions develop overnight or are eminent early in the morning, the announcement 
to close school will be made sufficiently early in the morning so students need not prepare to meet the 
bus. If weather conditions gradually worsen during the school day the announcement to close school will 
be made approximately one hour before students are dismissed and transported. Under these condi-
tions we would urge parents cooperation to insure that someone is there when their children arrive 
home. For parents who have teenagers who drive to school, we would encourage parents to ask these 
young drivers to leave school and proceed directly home, rather than risk more hazardous driving condi-
tions by lingering around town. 
 
If a severe blizzard sets in during the day and you are concerned for your children, you may come and 
get them from the principal’s office. If conditions are too hazardous for bus operation, students will re-
main in school until weather conditions improve. We also want to remind parents that the possibility 
exists that students may be stranded in a school bus or car for a period of time and students should be 
dressed properly for severe winter weather to insure that they do not suffer from exposure. 
In the event it is announced that school will be late, the “late start” will ALWAYS be a two-hour late start” 
and school will start at 10:30 a.m.. Whenever school is delayed with a “late start”, there will not be a 
breakfast program. 
 
When school is closed because of severe weather, all school events and activities, including Early Child-
hood and Community Education programs will also be postponed as well as all practice for these events. 
The one exception to this is varsity athletic practice which may be held. Rural varsity athletes are re-
minded, however, that they must have a “snow home” if they remain for practice under these conditions. 
 
In the event of a school closing or cancellation, a phone and email message will go to all primary 
contact phone numbers and emails for all students through our ALERT NOW! System. 

92.1 FM WYRQ Little Falls 

94.1 FM KFML Little Falls 

103.5 FM KOOL Brainerd 

102.7 FM MCBI Pequot Lakes 

104.3 FM MCBI Pequot Lakes 

106.7 FM WJJY Brainerd 

107.5 FM KLIZ Brainerd 

830 AM WCCO Twin Cities 

960 AM KLTF Little Falls 

1340 AM KVBR Brainerd 

1380 AM KLIZ Brainerd 

TV  7/12 WCCO  

TV 9/29  FOX  

TV 11/14 KARE  

TV 5/16/42 KSAX  

www.isd116.org 

www.KARE11.com/closings 

www.WCCO.com/cancellations 

Emergency School Closings 

For a full view of the current school calendar go to 

www.isd116.org 

School Leadership 

Administration  Team 

Superintendent 
Mike Malmberg 
746-2100 
mmalmberg@isd116.org 

Elementary Principal 
Josh Smith 
746-2110 
jsmith@isd116.org 

Middle School Principal 
Scott Doss 
746-2112 
sdoss@isd116.org 

High School Principal 
Jason Savage 
746-2117  
jsavage@isd116.org 

Activities Director 
Wade Mortenson 
746-2115 
wmortenson@isd116.org 

School 

Board 

6 5 4 3 1 2 

1 - Becky Bennett 
12328 Upper Sylvan Rd. SW 
Pillager, MN 56473 
(218) 851-7527 
becky.bennett@isd116.org 

2– Brian Grimsley 
12423 43rd Ave SW 
Pillager, MN 56473 
(218) 746-4207 
brian.grimsley@isd116.org 

3 - Shawn Hunstad 
13710 13st Avenue SW 
Pillager, MN 56473 
(218) 828-4268 
shawn.hunstad@isd116.org 

4- Scott Mudgett  
13129 25th Ave SW 
Pillager, MN 56473 
(218) 828-1528 
scott.mudgett@isd116.org 

5- Sara Nagel 
11059 Richmond rd SW 
Pillager, MN 56473 
(218) 746-4478 
sara.nagel@isd116.org 

6—Steve Uban 
10504 Orchard Pk Ln SW 
Pillager, MN 56473 
(615) 247-1335 
steve.uban@isd116.org 
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Special note to community members: When you look through this newsletter,  

look for this “rick-rack” border. These are items that would be of special interest to you. 

Are you interested in being a  
substitute teacher or educational assistant? 

Substitute teacher candidates can apply online at teachersoncall.com or call (855) 346-1650  
and a rep from Teachers on Call will be able to help you with any questions you may have! 

  
  To be a sub as an Educational Assistant, you should contact Employment Resource Center in Brainerd  

at (218) 824-9675 or www.ercstaffing.com  

School Contact Information 

District office Early Childhood Elementary School Middle School High School 

(218) 746-3772  office 
(218) 746-4236  fax 
lblumke@isd116.org   

(218) 746-3075  office 
(218) 746-2188  fax 
bdoss@isd116.org 

(218) 746-2111  office 
(218) 746-2134  fax 
elementary@isd116.org 

(218) 746-2112  office 
(218) 746-2153  fax 
middleschool@isd116.org 

(218) 746-2113  office 
(218) 746-3406  fax 
highschool@isd116.org 

 

Thursday, 
November 2 

 

5:30-7:30 pm 

The Food Shelf is located in 
the Pillager City Hall building. 

Please use the south entrance. 
305 Fir Avenue West, Pillager 

For more information,  
call (218)746-4009 

 
If you miss the Open House, 

feel free to stop in during 
regular Food Shelf hours: 

Thursdays 
Noon-5:00 p.m. 

http://teachersoncall.com/
tel:%28855%29%20346-1650
tel:%28218%29825-0040

